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Introduction 

TƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

features in the landscape through the use of LIDAR images, field walking, geophysics, documentary 

sources and excavation in order to add to the existing knowledge of the history and archaeology of 

the Bradford Hundred. /ŀǾƛƭƭΩǎ bŜǿ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ CƛŜƭŘ-Names (ref 1) ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ΨǿŀƭƭΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ 

ŀǎ ΨƭŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǊǳƛƴΩΦ An analysis of Tithe Map field-names revealed that there 

were twelve within the Bradford Hundred which contained the term wall. Locally field walls are now 

a common feature of the landscape and it is believed that the use of ΨwallΩ may survive from a time 

when walls were unusual enough to be remarked upon. This interpretation was confirmed locally 

when a Roman site was identified at Cumberwell in a field called Little Walls (Bradford Tithe 

Apportionment (TA) 1941) in 2010. One of the twelve fields, Walls Ground in Winsley (TA 1054), is 

near to Temple Ground (TA 1050), a name used in Farleigh Hungerford for a Roman villa site 

(Farleigh Hungerford TA 66), and because of this a resistance survey of Walls Ground was carried 

out. 



 

Fig 1. Walls Ground location on Tithe Map 

A LIDAR image of the area was reviewed which revealed the Tithe Map field boundaries and an 

additional field boundary within Walls Ground, together with an underlying pattern running parallel 

to the road which may indicate the most recent direction of cultivation. 
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Fig 2. LIDAR image with Tithe Map fields 

Resistance Survey 



Permission to carry out a resistance survey was sought from the owners and the survey was started   

in November 2020 when COVID restrictions allowed and completed after March 2021. The survey 

area covered the whole of the current field containing Walls Ground which includes the fields Little 

Scotchers and Capons. Datum points were measured in from the garden wall of a small housing 

development which intrudes into Little Scotchers and Capons. The survey area was divided into 20m-

by-20m squares with one reading per metre being taken in both directions using a Frobisher TAR3 

unit.  

The data was analysed using Snuffler software and printed with black indicating high resistance. The 

results for the field are shown in figure 3, and the paddock and lawn in figure 4. 

 

Fig 3. Resistance Survey results for field 



 

Fig 3. Resistance Survey results for paddock and lawn 

 

These are shown superimposed on a map in figure 4, together with the positions of the centre points 

of nine test pits which were dug to investigate areas of interest. 



 

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 917065 

Fig 4. Survey results relative to map with Test Pit locations 

Discussion of Soil Resistance Results 

The background pattern of lines running north-west to south-east is thought to result from early 

ploughing. These are on a different alignment to the lines seen on the LiDAR image (fig 2). The 

predominantly high (black) and low (white) resistance areas are due to underlying geology. Areas 

where there is a mixture of low and high may indicate the site of human activity such as a building. 

These areas were selected for test pits. Test Pit 1 was placed over a low resistance line feature. Test 

Pit 2 was placed over a high resistance area. Test Pits 3 and 4 were placed over an area showing both 

low and high resistance. Test Pit 5 was placed over an area of medium resistance. Test Pit 6 was 

placed over an area which showed a square high resistance feature and two parallel low resistance 

features. Test Pit 7 was placed on the border of an oval high resistance feature. Test Pit 8 was placed 

over the south-west corner of the surveyed area so that all areas of the field were sampled. Test Pit 

9 was dug across the edge of an oval low resistance feature in the paddock. 

Test Pits 

The Test Pits were dug in April, May and June 2021 and May 2022. Turf thickness varied from 100 to 

200mm. The test pits were dug down to what appeared to be the natural geology, which is Cotswold 

Brash over limestone pavement. 



   

Fig 5: Bedrock in WG3 at 200 mm                Fig 6: Bedrock in WG9 (SW end at left) 

 

 

Fig 5: Test Pit Finds 

Discussion of Test Pit Findings 


